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whether or not Count Buol has any distinct object in view,
as far as his policy is concerned-; I scarcely think so, unless
it be an instinctive feeling that Austria can make something
out of this crisis, and is resolved to profit by it as much or
as little as she can without running any great risk. To get
rid of the Russians from her southern frontier and to regu-
late Danube navigation in conformity with Austrian interests
constitute a gratifying advantage, but one too inconsiderable
to content Austria. If she could have been satisfied with
that, she might have.obtained it from the Russians with our
aid before December 2j without entangling herself in reck-
less and costly engagements to the Western Powers. Last
year Austrian ambition probably aspired to the acquisition
of the entire Danube and of a part of the Black; Sea coast,
and doubtless the Vienna Government has not yet quite
given up its hopes with respect to the Danubian Principali-
ties, If it really contemplates secret negociations with
Petersburg in order to obtain Russia's recognition by
Treaty of the Austrian occupation of those provinces for an
indefinite period, we may take it for granted that Austria
entertains the definitive intention of building her nest
permanently in Moldo-Wallachia."

In the meantime the war upon Russia had been ener-
getically prosecuted by the Western Powers, Turkey and,
more recently, Sardinia. After a siege of nearly a year's
duration, many severe struggles and enormous sacrifices of
human life, Sebastopol fell into the hands of the Allies on
September n, 1855. England was disposed to go on
fighting; but the Emperor Napoleon had gathered laurels
enough, the new Czar was more peacefully disposed than
Nicholas had been, and Austria, as well as Prussia, was
extremely anxious to terminate a situation of affairs which
might at any moment compel both Powers to take part in